CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART              373
IS  ATTACKED   BY  THE  SARACENS
Suddenly, from a hidden place 16
Came forth a band of Turks on horse.
And, dashing downhill in full course,
From the high ground they swiftly flung
Themselves on the rear guard. Among
The ranks and cutting through them passed
The Turks, whose steeds were very fast 5
They broke the line with their attack
And smote from off his horse's back                                      9,990
The valiant Baldwin le Caron.
But noble was his heart j overthrown,
With his good sword in hand, he spread
Among the foemen fear and dread,
For oft the Turks his mettle felt.
They struck down with the blows they dealt
Both Richard d'Orques and Thierri,
And Baldwin fought on gallantly
Until he was remounted on
A charger that his men had won.                                          10,000
Brave fighting 'twas: ye had seen men deal
Many a fair stroke, and then wheel
And turn, and many a sword blade flash,
And many a combat fought with dash.
Many a stout and valiant deed,
Many an empty-saddled steed.
Ye had seen the Turks make fierce attack
And ours defend and drive them back.
When the Turks struck one to the ground,
Our men would quickly gather round                                  10,010
And help him mount. Succor they gave
Each other like good knights and brave
But it was an ill-matched mSlee,
For those on our side in the fray
Were so swamped by the other side
16 The Itinerarium (p. 373) says not far from Ramleh.